
United States of America: Amendment 0 
WINE ACT 2003 
OVERSEAS MARKET ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 

Priority: Normal 
Distribution Security Level: (1) 
Publication Ref: OMAR 
For Enquiries Contact: Kate Smith, Adviser, Plant Products & Processed Food 

1 Statutory Authority 
Under section 41 (1) of the Wine Act 2003, I notify the following export requirements for 
wine intended or export to the United States of America, entitled “United States of America: 
Amendment 0”. 

This notice takes effect from the date of signing. 

Dated at Wellington this 4th day of July 2007. 

(Signed) 

Carol Barnao 
Director (Export Standards) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
(Acting under delegated authority) 

2 Definitions 
2.1 For the purposes of this document: 

Overseas Market Access Requirements (OMAR) means an export requirement specific for 
intended market(s) as specified under section 41 of the Act. 

Explanatory Note 

This document formalises requirements for exporters of New Zealand grape wine to the 
United States of America. 
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Important Disclaimer regarding advice and explanations  

This Disclaimer applies to information in the form of advice and explanatory notes provided 

at the addresses below. It does not apply to statute law or subordinate legislation that 

appears at these addresses (i.e. in the form of Acts of Parliament, Regulations, Orders in 

Council, Food Standards, Specifications, Director-General Notices, and any other form of 

legislation made available for viewing at the following addresses):  

• http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/policy-law/legislation/  

• http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/organics/market-access/  

• http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/wine/omar/  

• http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/wine/export-certification/  

The explanation and advice is not intended to take place of, or represent, the legislation or 

other written law or professional advice. It is provided on the basis of best knowledge 

available and is general advice only. It should be noted that in most cases (such as goods 

from New Zealand entering foreign countries), ultimate control is not in the hands of the New 

Zealand Authority, and the advice provided may no longer be current.  

Changes may be made to, or which affect, overseas country import requirements by the 

authorities of those countries at short notice or with no notice to New Zealand. Whilst every 

effort is made to provide accurate and clear advice and explanation, this information is 

provided strictly on the basis that the Crown, the New Zealand Food Safety Authority, its 

statutory officers, employees, agents and all other persons responsible for the site or 

associated with the compilation, writing, editing, approval or publication of the information:  

1. disclaim any and all responsibility for any inaccuracy error, omission, lateness, or any 

other kind of inadequacy, deficiency or flaw in, or in relation to, the information; and  

2. without limiting (1) above, fully exclude any and all liability of any kind on the part of 

all of them, to any person or entity (whether a user of the web-server or not) that 

chooses to rely on this information  

Note regarding legislation and advice  

Compliance with the legal requirements, advice, and explanatory notes on this 
website is not to be taken as a guarantee that any particular goods will be granted 

access to any overseas market.  
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THIS NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER SHOULD ACCOMPANY ANY INFORMATION PRINTED 
OR DOWN LOADED FROM THE WEB SERVER. 

A copy of this document can be found at: http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/wine/omar/index.htm 

Guidance 

Statements contained within a border throughout this OMAR, other than tables, are provided 

for guidance only.  
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Amendment Record 

(For use with hard copies only) 

It is important that this publication is kept up-to-date by the prompt incorporation of 

amendments. 

To update this publication when you receive an amendment, remove the appropriate 

outdated pages, destroy them, and replace them with the pages from the new issue.  

Complete instructions will be given on the covering letter accompanying the amendment.  

File the covering letter at the back of the publication and sign off and date this page. 

If you have any queries, please contact NZFSA. 

Amendment No. Date Initials Amendment No. Date Initials 
1   21   
2   22   
3   23   
4   24   
5   25   
6   26   
7   27   
8   28   
9   29   
10   30   
11   31   
12   32   
13   33   
14   34   
15   35   
16   36   
17   37   
18   38   
19   39   
20   40   
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Part 2 United States of America: General 

Wine: Overseas Market Access Requirements 

Amendment: 0 

July 2007 

2.1 Application 

2.1.1 These requirements apply to grape wine for export to the United States of America. 

These requirements apply to both producers and exporters. 

2.2 Interpretation 

2.2.1 Any term or expression that is defined in the Wine Act and used but not defined in 

this document has the same meaning as in that Act. 

2.3 Eligibility 

2.3.1 Grape wine intended for export to the United States of America must comply with the 

New Zealand requirements issued under the Wine Act 2003, except as described in 

2.3.2 – 2.3.4. 

2.3.2 Where a grape wine label includes a statement regarding grape variety, the 

minimum content of wine to which the statement refers may vary from the New 

Zealand standard as specified in clause 6 of the Wine (Specifications) Notice 2006.   

2.3.3 Where a grape wine label includes a statement regarding a single grape variety, at 

least 75% of the wine to which the statement refers must be from the stated variety.  

2.3.4 Where a grape wine label includes a statement regarding a blend of grape varieties, 

the percentage of each stated variety must be shown on the package of wine.  If the 

percentages are shown on the brand label then they do not have to be repeated 

elsewhere when the varieties are repeated on the label.  

2.3.5 United States legislative documents are available at the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 

and Trade Bureau website. 
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Where wine has been labelled according to 2.3.2-2.3.4, it can not be sold in New Zealand 

unless it is re-labelled to ensure it meets the requirements of clause 6 of the Wine 

(Specifications) Notice 2006. 

2.4 Official Supervision 

2.4.1 All requirements in this notice may be audited by NZFSA or a person recognised 

under Section 70 of the Wine Act 2003 at any time.   

2.5 Personal and Trade Samples 

2.5.1 The United States has different requirements and allowances for travellers 

depending upon whether you are a returning US citizen or not.  Small amounts of 

wine can be included.  Prior checking with United States Customs and Border Patrol 

is advisable. 

Unites States Customs and Border Protection maintain a website that may be of assistance. 
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